
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

July 24, 2020 

 

 

Dear Boulder Creek Community,  

 

Welcome to BCHS!  Although things are different for now, I am absolutely thrilled to welcome you 

to the 2020-2021 school year starting virtually at Boulder Creek High School. 

 

It has been a busy summer at BCHS and in DVUSD planning for a virtual start to the year so we can 

support our students in learning new content, connecting with their new teachers and peers, and 

taking on new challenges and reaching their goals.  We are so excited to have our learners back—

virtually—on the first day of school, Monday, August 3rd! 

 

While the 2019-20 school year couldn’t have ended more unpredictably, we are still so proud of the 

accomplishments of our incredible students, our dedicated staff, and our devoted community. Last 

year BCHS was named an “A” School by the Arizona Department of Education!  I want to applaud 

the hard work and dedication of our students who are striving to be their very best in academics, 

athletics, arts, activities, and also on state and national assessments.  Our class of 2020 also brought 

in over $13,000,000 in scholarships that will support their post-secondary choices!   And our 

community worked together, led by our Student Government, to raise $20,000 to grant a child’s 

wish through the Make-a-Wish Foundation.  BCHS, you are truly demonstrating Jag Pride and are 

shining. This year is starting in a completely different way, but because of the innovative spirit of 

our staff and student, I am certain we will continue to do incredible things both in the classroom and 

in the community.  I am so proud of our Jaguars!    

 

In order to prepare for the first day of school, I just wanted to communicate information important 

to starting the year to make the first days the best they can be!  This is A LOT of information, so 

please take it piece by piece.  There are links to support you embedded as well.  This 

communication is also on the front page of our website under Jaguar News at http://bchs.dvusd.org. 

As we learn more, I will be sure to communicate with you.  Updates will always be posted on the 

website at well. 

 

STUDENT SCHEDULES & SUPPORT 

Prior to the first day of school, students should check their schedule on PowerSchools so they 

know where to report on Canvas on day one. The schedules will be live for viewing after July 28th.    

 

If your student sees a schedule problem that needs to be addressed communication from our 

Counselors to support your students, please click here:  https://url.dvusd.org/dd78e06c . 
 

ETIQUETTE & EXPECTATIONS FOR ONLINE LEARNING 

In order to support safe, purposeful online learning through both Zoom and Canvas, we have set the 

following expectations for our BCHS students:  https://url.dvusd.org/9c287da0.  Please make sure 

you are ready to learn, on time, and are engaged in your virtual classroom by having your camera 

on—we want to see your smiling faces!   
 

SUPPORT FOR OUR STUDENTS 

We are proud to support all learners at BCHS and are proud to continue services and supports in a 

virtual world.  Please click the embedded links for specific communication to our families with 

students receiving: 

 

 Special Education Services: https://url.dvusd.org/37577532  

 English Language Services: https://url.dvusd.org/cb68090d  

 Tier 3 Support in reading or mathematics through the ILIT or Math180 programs: 

https://url.dvusd.org/1da3b090  

 

Further communication from your student’s teacher(s) will be coming as we begin the year.   
 

 
 
Boulder Creek HS 
40404 N Gavilan Peak 

Pkwy  

Anthem, AZ  85086 

623-445-8600 

623-445-8680 fax 

www.dvusd.org 

 

Administration:  

 

Principal- 

Mrs. Brittany Sutton 

 

Asst. Principals- 

Dr. Dean Kirkpatrick 

Mr. Jay Kopas 

Mrs. Brittany Behrens 

 

Teacher on 

Administrative 

Assignment-  

Mr. Adam Larsen 
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BELL SCHEDULE & CALENDAR 

For our first semester we will be implementing a modified block schedule at all five DVUSD high schools.  The 

intention of the schedule is to help with flexible use of time to support student learning online.  When we come back to 

campus in-person, the schedule will also help support campus safety with less transitions and variability in student class 

groups during the school day.  The schedule may be familiar as it is similar to our block schedule used in April for state 

testing.   

 

On “A” days, students will attend periods 1, 3, and 6.  On “B” days, students will attend periods 2, 4/5, and 7.  Students 

will attend classes in their block class periods Monday through Friday from 7:30am until 2:12pm (unless they have a 

shortened day).  We will also continue our early release days for teacher collaboration on most Fridays; students will be 

released from school at 12:42pm on these days. 

 Please click here for our schedule, which also includes a calendar of the first quarter that clarifies which days are 

“A” or “B” schedule: https://url.dvusd.org/554808f1 .   

 Please click here for information on district PLC Early Release days including the 2020-2021 dates: 

https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/9762.  

 

PREPARING FOR LEARNING! 

So as you work through the final week of summer break next week, we encourage our families to begin preparing for the 

start of school! Being away from school and returning to an environment that has change can be stressful or anxiety 

provoking.  Here are some ways you can support your child be ready for school:  

 

 Get back into a routine. Routines are safe and familiar which can help reduce anxiety. 

 Focus on what you can control. It’s hard getting caught up in the unknown and ‘what-if’s'? Helping your child 

identify what they can control and practical things they can do can help them be more in the present moment and 

reduce anxiety. Practical strategies can include getting organized, making plans for the weekend, preparing their 

school bag, etc. 

 Revisit social distancing rules and good hygiene practices. Reviewing these can help your child feel more at 

ease about their safety when in public spaces. How to Social Distance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html 

 Provide reassurance. Sometimes we can’t solve all our children’s problems, but they don’t always need 

solutions – just to feel understood and supported. 

 Explore the positives. Even if they are worried about returning to school, there may be some things they are 

looking forward to. It can be helpful to talk through these together if your student is open to this. 

 Explain balance. Kids will be excited to see their friends and teachers again, however they need to know that 

this is also a serious time to get back to learning. 

 Get back into your sleep routine. To help eradicate those stressful school mornings, set up a regular bedtime 

and morning time routine to help prepare your child for school. Begin your usual school sleep routine about a 

week or so before school starts. 

 Shop for school supplies together. To get your child excited about starting a new grade, shop for supplies 

together. Allow them to pick out their own backpack, lunchbox, etc. This is a great way to give them a little bit 

of responsibility too! 

 Re-establish school routines. Have your child practice getting back into the rhythm of their daily school 

routine. You can do this by having them wake up at the same time every day, and eat around the same time they 

would at school. About a week or so before school starts, plan a few outside activities where your child will have 

to leave and come home around the same time they would if they were in school. This will help them be rested 

and ready for the big day. 

 

Resources and More Information:  

 Returning to Normal After COVID https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/returning-normal-after-covid-19  

 DVUSD Family Resources: https://url.dvusd.org/59e6653f  

 

iPADS AND TECHNOLOGY 

We were so excited to distribute iPads to our incoming freshman last week.  If you are a freshman, sophomore, junior or 

senior student that does not yet have an iPad (or if your iPad is not working correctly), please come to the BCHS 

administration building the week of July 27th between 7am and 3pm, and we can help you. We ask that only 4 people be 

https://url.dvusd.org/554808f1
https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/9762
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in our lobby at a time, that you use our social distancing markers, and also that you wear a mask and use sanitizer as you 

enter the lobby. Our goal is to keep everyone safe as we get you ready for school.   

 

We encourage our families to purchase the DVUSD iPad Device Protection Plan in case of damage.  You can read 

about the coverage here: https://url.dvusd.org/b02fea99 .  This year we will enroll you just through your payment of the 

$25 Device Protection Fee.  To purchase, please go to http://payments.dvusd.org, log in for your student following the 

directions, click “shop- items at your high school,” and select “iPad Protection Plan.”  Add it to your cart and check out.   

 

To be ready for the first day of school, make sure you take some time to complete the iPad set up process if you just 

picked up your device.  You can review the steps here: https://url.dvusd.org/efb6dec4 . Also, check out more tips and 

trick for using your iPad at https://www.dvusd.org/Page/72636.  

 

Next, take some time to get acquainted with Canvas.  This is the platform that will house all of your class materials, 

assignments, Zoom links for class, and more.  If you have never logged into Canvas, you can go here for some resources 

for both students and parents to get you going: https://www.dvusd.org/Page/48958.  For your first period on August 3rd, 

select your class in Canvas, and you will see information from your teacher, including the link to start your very first 

Zoom meeting at 7:30am.  The Canvas web address is http://dvusd.instructure.com and the student will log in with their 

DVUSD username and password. 

 

HELP, I CAN’T GET ON CANVAS!  

If your student is having difficulty seeing a class or logging in on day one or two, we want to support by getting them 

into their live classes through Zoom until we get the difficulty resolved.  Sometimes the challenge is because there is a 

lag between our PowerSchools system syncing with the Canvas system.  This usually clears up within 24 hours.   

 

If your student cannot get in to Canvas to get their link for their Zoom, please have your student complete this form for 

help: https://url.dvusd.org/8d2e45e5. The student must be logged into Google with their DVUSD email and password for 

security purposes.  They will receive an email from a staff member with the link for their class Zoom session as long as 

they are enrolled in the course.   

 

Students can log into their DVUSD email by entering their DVUSD email & password in Google and selecting Gmail.  

Please click here for more help on DVUSD Google accounts: https://www.dvusd.org/Page/66974.   

 

We do ask for students to continue checking their Canvas access.  If they still cannot see their correct classes as listed in 

PowerSchools within the next 24 hours, please email your counselor for help: https://www.dvusd.org/Page/4415.   

 

CONNECTING TO BCHS! 

Connection and relationships are critical to your student’s success.  As we work to begin the year in a manner that is 

more disconnected, we are still working to reach out so we can work together. 

   

 On Friday, July 31st, we encourage all of Freshmen students to join us for our Virtual Freshmen Camp.  We 

have a small change. Due to the 300 participant limit cap on a Zoom call, we will be offering two sessions—one 

from 11am-12pm and a second at 12:15-1:15pm. This way all freshmen can participate in one session or the 

other.  Please be sure to sign in to Zoom with your name, keep your camera on and mic off, and practice the 

BCHS Online Etiquette listed above. During this time freshmen students will have a chance to connect with their 

peers, learn about being a jaguar, and get some insight on preparation for their first day of virtual high school.  

We will be sending an updated flier for our freshmen students and parents early next week. The zoom link and 

password on the flier distributed during iPad checkout will work for both the 11am and 12:15pm sessions.   

 I also wanted to let you know that we will be hosting our Meet the Teacher Night virtually this year on August 

26th from 6-7:30pm.   We will be sending more information out prior to the night about the virtual process, but 

we are excited to have the opportunity to meet you soon in a new way.     

 Please check our website at http://bchs.dvusd.org for all school communications, school events, access to our 

athletics site, or for other school information.   

 Also, please follow us on our official BCHS Twitter @bchs_dvusd to for timely school celebrations and 

updates.   
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MORE TO COME! 

As we are preparing, there are some things we are still working on so as soon as we have updates, communication will be 

sent out via email on School Messenger.  I always will send a text reminding you to check your email.  Updates are also 

communicated our website, so please check it frequently.   

 

I am so thrilled to be starting the 2020-2021 school year with your family! Each day is a new opportunity for learning 

and growth—even if we are starting in a virtual world.   I truly believe that as we work collaboratively and 

communicatively, we will continue to grow a culture of academic excellence that prepares all students to be successful. 

Our goal at BCHS is to prepare each student to graduate with post-secondary choices. I look forward to building strong 

relationships that support the growth and learning of our students. 

 

Warm Regards,  

 
Brittany M. Sutton 

Principal 

Brittany.Sutton@dvusd.org 

623-445-8604 
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